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The first project to send young Japanese artists to the world

"Strenger Project - Part 1" Youhei SUGITA & Natsuko UNO
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 Vernissage: Friday, July 11, 2008  6 - 8pm

Gallery Strenger is delighted to open a special 
exhibition "Strenger Project ‒Part 1- Youhei 
SUGITA & Natsuko UNO".

Gallery Strenger has been introducing 
European contemporary art since its opening 
in September last year and the theme of " 
Strenger Project " is a series of exhibitions 
which focuses on the next-generation of 
young Japanese artists and the selected artists 
are given an opportunity to show their work in 
Europe.  
This is Gallery Strenger's first trial to be a 
bridge between Japanese and European art 
scenes.  
The memorable first exhibition of the series is 
by Youhei SUGITA and Natsuko UNO, 
recommended by the so-called art-sommelier, 
Fuyuhiko Yamamoto*.

Born in 1983, Mie, Youhei SUGITA had created 
oil paintings like blurred and calm 
photographs using press chippings as his 
motif.  Recently he started creating energetic 
canvases with heavy layer of paints and 
dynamic.   Yamamoto explains the drastic   
change of SUGITA's style as "shifting from the 
static to the dynamic".  
Actually, SUGITA's energetic canvas is the 
collage of  the "paint-skin", which he calls the 
thick and  pre-dried layer of acrylic paint.   
SUGITA explains "paint-skin" as an 

agony experience of atopic dermatitis which he 
developed in his childhood.  The collage of 
"paint-skin" is for him an operation to assemble his 
experiences and memories in the past.

The other artist, Natsuko UNO was born in 1987, 
Tokyo, and is now a junior in Tama Art university.  
In high school, she started using a variety of 
techniques including oil painting, egg tempera 
painting and etching to create a magical world 
filled with silent air and a melody from as opening 
an old music box .  
UNO tries to "capture and depict her daily 
happenings easily slipped away from her 
memories".  For this exhibition, she selects some 
ordinary scenes from her everyday life and paints 
them on the plasterboard.  Focusing on the 
relationship and balance of the things in our daily 
life - UNO gives them the solid reality and the 
felling of unreality at the same time. 

For further information on the artists and artworks, 
please feel free to contact us.
　

* Fuyuhiko Yamamoto
Corporate employee and art collector for 30 years 
with the collection of more than 1000. He calls 
himself "art-sommelier" and conducts a variety of 
art-related activities including presenting his 
collection, giving lectures and organizing art 
tour.  ”Sheer pleasure to see his young artists to be 
successful”, said a great art supporter, Yamamoto. 

Youhei Sugita “Blooming at the Sorrow House” 
2008 acrylic on canvas 131x194 cm 

Natsuko Uno “RelationshiP” 
acrylic on plaster, wood box  33x44 cm 2008 

"Autoportrait", 2007, oil on canvas

"Alice", 2006, oil on canvas

"Fiona", 2006, oil on canvas "Julie", 2006, oil on canvas

Jacqueline DEVREUX ( ジャクリーヌ・デヴルー）

1963 年、ベルギー、ブリュッセル生まれ。一貫してポートレートを描き続けている。ベルギーを中心に

ヨーロッパで発表を重ねてきたが、昨年度はニューヨーク、そして今年は東京で個展を開催するなど、

活動の場を広げつつある注目の作家。世界中でコレクションされている。


